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PRAYER LETTER & MINISTRY REPORT

Dear Praying Family and Friends;

“Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness is unsearchable.” (Psalms 145:3) As I
write this report from Sierra Leone, I am continually reminded of how worthy of praise our Great
LORD truly is.

On Friday, March 27, David Webster, Adam Brockett, and I safely landed in Monrovia, Liberia. We
immediately began a whirlwind tour of churches, all pastored by native men. Our main purpose for
being in Liberia was to conduct leadership training for these dedicated pastors and church leaders. On
Sunday, March 29, David Webster preached at Maranatha Baptist Church while Adam and I traveled
with Pastor Peter to an outlying church about 1 %2 hours away. Adam conducted Sunday school and I
preached the service following. Immediately after this service, we traveled back to Monrovia for a very
quick meal and packed for a week-long conference about three hours away in the village of Gbonga.
Here David and I conducted training twice a day for many of the local churches. A noteworthy
attendee was a pastor and family who walked from their village, a three day journey. Unfortunately,
during their trek the wife contracted malaria. She was treated locally and within a few days she had
regained her strength but missed much of the conference. I admire their dedication and desire to learn
the Bible. The conference was well attended and we were well fed with rice, rice, and more rice (good
thing I like rice!). We ate the local dishes all of which are some form of sauce put over rice. It was all
very good and we never went hungry. Praise the Lord none of us got sick in spite of our drinking the
local well water which we filtered for ourselves. Monday, April 6, we traveled back to Monrovia.
The conference at Maranatha Baptist Church ran from Tuesday through Sunday. Brother David
taught adult morning classes while Brother Adam and I taught the youth group. On Saturday we
drove 2 hours to visit an orphanage and school. The pastor and his wife are caring for many children
and the school is teaching 175 students. The teachers there are either volunteers or are gaining their
student teaching experience. How sad to stop a young man on the street to give him a gospel tract only
to see that he cannot read.

INTO SIERRA LEONE: On Monday, April 13, Adam and I left Monrovia to travel to Sierra Leone via
ground transport. A dirt road may conjure up romantic ideas of years past in America but I assure you
it would not be one of these roads! On at least two occasions the driver of our “bus” (a mini-van with
wooden benches) had to stopand tell us all to get outand walk to the top of the hill while he
maneuvered around rocks, rutted washouts, and fallen trees to meet us at the top where 18 passengers
would remount and start out again. Oh, did I mention the four young men riding on the roof along
with all of the luggage! We finally made it to Bo, Sierra Leone where we were to assist a pastor
with John/Romans booklet and tract distribution. We also conducted church for him on Wednesday
evening.
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That night, when we returned to the house where we were staying, George, one of the teenagers who had attended the
service approached me and asked if he could talk with me. 3 %2 hours later, George, a Catholic, bowed his head and received
the gift of eternal life! Everywhere the need is overwhelming and this pastor desperately wants us to include him in our
training circuit. The ladies are very eager for Laura to be with me so they can begin some Bible study with her.

The next day, we once again boarded a mini-van bus to travel 150 miles to Freetown. Once settled in our rented house in
Allentown, outside the capitol city of Freetown, Adam and I started visiting the three churches Laura and I had worked with
during our survey trip. It was a joy to see new faces as well as many familiar folks. We have been evangelizing in Waterloo
and Tombo. Daily, we walk the main road running past our house and have no trouble engaging people in spiritual
conversations. Though English is the official language, I will have to learn Krio, the Pidgin English used throughout Sierra
Leone, but more importantly I have got to learn more about Muslims. At the Tombo church it was announced that I wanted
to start a Bible study as soon as they were ready and that they should let the pastor know who would be interested in at-
tending. Based upon their interest level I will work out a schedule to travel there for the next few weeks.

In Calba Town, a 30 minute walk from our house, there is an orphanage with 17 children run by a native couple and the
majority of them are just the right age for flannel graph Bible stories. I think we could be a help there once our team is back
together. Laura has been assembling a lot of materials for working with the many war orphans - both in orphanages and
those who are homeless.

Transportation is the single biggest hindrance to getting things going as it takes so long to get a transport in either direction.
We have to budget two hours to travel less than 20 miles. 22 people in a minivan has gotten really old. Iam surprised
neither of us has gotten sick from being so close to that many runny noses and coughs. We are daily thanking the LORD for
His wonderful care of us. We will certainly need our own vehicle when we return. I am undecided about whether to ship
our Suburban or purchase something locally. Either way, four-wheel drive is a must, especially during the rainy season.
Now for the bad news. Little did I know that there is a mosque within 100 feet of our house. It is a plain looking building so
it does not look like a typical mosque. Had I known what that means as far as noise level is concerned we would still be
looking for a house. Before daylight they have their call to prayer, around 5:00 AM, and then again in the evening. On
Fridays they have their worship service. Occasionally they have some sort of all night music and worship (think Woodstock,
African-style). All of this is spewed out through their mega-watt amplification system so the entire village can benefit.
Somehow the landlord failed to mention this to me. With God’s grace we will make things work for the year that has been
paid.

ANTICIPATED DEPARTURE: We are now talking tickets with a travel agent. She has been very helpful with all of our travels
and has found a new flight that will cost us much less in time and money. Beginning in November, Delta Airlines will have
a flight going into Monrovia, Liberia with only one brief stop in Senegal and we would not need to change planes. Ground
transport would then be secured to Sierra Leone. We are planning on the first Monday in November. When I return in
mid-July we will begin the process of packing our container. We have two meetings in the fall and will also be spending
some time with family in New England. As always, we are so very grateful for each of you. Thank you for your continued
prayer and financial support.

By His Grace;

Stephenw ond Lawwrow Holt






